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Bridge for Beginners  

by Gary Royce (2022) 
 

The cover of the book promises it is a ñcomplete guide to learn how to 
play bridge successfully.ò The authorôs comments on the back cover con-
clude by promising the reader will learn enough bridge techniques, tips, 
and tricks to ñamazeò their friends. Anyone promising as much as Royce 
does before the reader even opens the book, has a lot to live up to. The reader will have to be 
the judge. Royce begins with a brief history of bridge and bridge FAQs. He then moves to the 
basics of bridge including rules and an explanation of tricks and trumps. Conventions, the auc-
tion, and the play of the hand are among the topics covered. This book, as the title advertises, is 
for beginnersðnot for the intermediate or advanced player. But, this is a good place to start for 
anyone wanting to learn the gameðor anyone wanting to help someone else learn the basics of 
the game. 
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A message from the presidenté  
 

KUDOS TO ALL! 
 
Congratulations to everyone for your tremendous support of The Longest Day 
fundraiser. Over $15,000 was contributed to help find a cure for Alzheimerôs  
Disease. Thanks again to Mary Robertson as well for coordinating this successful fundraiser! 
 
Thanks to everyone who attended the Wednesday Team Game July 26. We typically average 
5 tables on Wednesday, so we decided to "mix it up" and hold a team game. There were 12  
Tables. Very exciting. Congratulations to Earl and Susan Rothberger, Mary Robertson and Jane 
Bricard for finishing first. Also, thanks to Larry and Myra Reneau for directing the game. 
 
Finally, thanks to our educators: Mike Holmes, John Friedl and Dan Chandler. We have three new 
sets of classes that will start in August and September. Something for everyone, especially for new 
players with Learn Bridge in a Day starting September 9. 

 

           Richard Spangler 



PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE  
 
Have those hot, hazy, lazy, crazy days of summer put you in the mid-
dle of the dreaded summer doldrums? Are you looking for something 
to elevate your mood? Why not play some bridge? Weõve made it so 
easy you have no excuse because if you canõt find a partner, weõll find 
one for you. If you would like to play, just email Chair Jan Alexander  
(janalexander@epbfi.com). The Partnership Committee matches  
players looking for partners, so before you can say òBetty Boop bids 
badly,ó youõll be having the time of your life at the bridge table. 

 

This photo was taken thirteen 
years ago at our second Battle 
of the Sexes team game. The 
previous year, the women were 
victorious in the inaugural game, 
so the  male teams were charged 
up and committed to fight to the 
bitter end. Their enthusiasm was 

rewarded with the triumph. This proud and smiling team 
of four, who called themselves the Jarheads, came out on 
top. Pictured from left are John Friedl, Mike Sherman, 
Larry Reneau and Frank Hughes.  

Play of the Hand in the 
21 st  Century  

 

 

Bridge Basics and Beyond (Mike  Holmes) and the Chattanooga Bridge Center 
are offering a face -to-face class òPlay of the Hand in the 21st Century.ó The 
first class will be on Thursday, September 7, 2023.  Classes will run for two 
hours from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  This course is designed for students who 
want to improve their declarer play. Classes will be divided between discus-
sion and play of sample hands.  
 
If you would like to sign up for the class or are interested in more information, please email Mike 
Holmes at mdholmes8@yahoo.com or call him at 303.928.9187.  

Learn Bridge in a Day 
 
Elsewhere in this newsletter, you will find a piece by Arnie Meagher on the  
importance of friendship. Sharing a special interest with a friend can add value 
and depth to an already solid relationship. Weõve got the perfect opportunity to 
familiarize your friends and family with this crazy game we love so much. On 
Saturday, September 9, Dan Chandler is offering a six-hour course to introduce 
new players to or reacquaint former players with the fundamentals of bridge. 
They can test the waters and see if they might find bridge just as challenging 
and addictive as we do.  

 
The course flyer is on the following page. Materials and lunch are provided. For those who pay in advance, 
the price is $50. The price for those who pay at the door is $60. If you need further information, contact 
Dan at DanLChan@hotmail.com or 423.400.6999. 




